50,000 mothers die each
year due to maternal
issues. More than a million
babies are either stilloorn
or die within the first
month of their life.

A large number of

these deaths are due to
complications that set in
during early pregnancy
and soon after delivery
— the time when their
health is most vulnerable.

What is missing, is @

basic reproductive
health service and skilled
health workers trained

to provide the essential
maternal health care
that can keep women
safe and healthy through
pregnancy, labour, and
beyond.

SAVE LIVES



THE RARE EARTH

aternal mortality is not a
disease. It is preventable, and
yet women are dying.

Women's ability to survive
childbirth is deeply linked to
poverty, malnutrition and the
absence of basic maternal
health care.

A large number of deaths are due
to complications that set in during
early pregnancy and soon after
the delivery — the time when their
health is most vulnerable.

Anemiaq, sepsis, hemorrhage and
excessive bleeding are some
major causes that are snatching
these lives away. These can be
easily avoided with due care and
timely intervention.

MAJOR REASONS OF DEATH
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he challenge of saving lives

may seem formidable, and the
solutions complex. However, in
places where maternal health
and survival have been improving,
the most effective programmes
have been the simplest and
perhaps the least obvious.

Institutionalized maternal health
care in Indig, has not been very
successful, in preventing deaths.
What it lacks is the connect with
the people.

Perhaps, it is time now to create

a network of health workers —
professionally tfrained midwives —
rooted in the community to reach
out to mothers and their newborn
closer home with seamless access
to specialized care when needed.

A ‘Midwifery Model’ can indeed
save the lives of thousands of
mothers and children who are
dying day after day.



